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I have just referred to the profession of teaching
as being the main profession to which the study of a
modern language and literature leads. But are there
not other doors at which such students might knock ?
We have in recent years been asked to co-operate
with the department of librarianship in the university.,
asked to take a share in a school of journalism. And
surely an important training which it is for us to
supply is that in literary criticism. 1 have often
wondered that so few of our young people take
advantage of what we are able to offer in teaching
the art and method of criticism—and,, on the other
hand, have deplored that so much of the chat which
passes for criticism in our press gives no indication
that its authors have passed through any kind of
academic training to this end at all. Here I do think
the university could be useful.
None of us of course loses sight of the fact that a
university education is very much more than mere
vocational training. If that were all, we might
easily leave our job to be carried out by practical
commercial institutes of the Berlite type, I, for my
own part, have always insisted with my students that,
though they may have memorised every date and every
work of Goethe's life—whereby, of course, they may
conceivably pass a brilliant examination-—if they
have not caught a glimpse of a new world of beauty,
if their study has not opened up to them wider and
fairer hori2ons and added to their spiritual stature,
their knowledge is only so much dead and useless
lumber, to be forgotten a few months after it has done
service in obtaining for them academic distinction,
But our work where foreign literatures are con-
cerned is, I often think, unduly hampered by a certain
discouragement of individual judgment. The
average modern language student knows too well
that the safest stepping-stone to a good degree and a
bread and butter occupation is the solid rock of the
text-book. He knows that it will pay if he keeps

